STATE FOREST LAND
SEPA ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

Purpose of checklist:

Governmental agencies use this checklist to help determine whether the environmental impacts of your
proposal are significant. This information is also helpful to determine if available avoidance, minimization
or compensatory mitigation measures will address the probable significant impacts or if an environmental
impact statement will be prepared to further analyze the proposal.

Instructions for applicants:

This environmental checklist asks you to describe some basic information about your proposal. Please
answer each question accurately and carefully, to the best of your knowledge. You may need to consult
with an agency specialist or private consultant for some questions. You may use “not applicable” or "does
not apply" only when you can explain why it does not apply and not when the answer is unknown. You
may also attach or incorporate by reference additional studies reports. Complete and accurate answers to
these questions often avoid delays with the SEPA process as well as later in the decision-making process.

Questions in italics are supplemental to Ecology’s standard environmental checklist. They have been
added by the DNR to assist in the review of state forest land proposals. Adjacency and landscape/
watershed-administrative-unit (WAU) maps for this proposal are available on the DNR internet website
at http://www.dnr.wa.gov/sepa. These maps may also be reviewed at the DNR regional office

responsible for the proposal. This checklist is to be used for SEPA evaluation of state forest land
activities.

The checklist questions apply to all parts of your proposal, even if you plan to do them over a period of
time or on different parcels of land. Attach any additional information that will help describe your
proposal or its environmental effects. The agency to which you submit this checklist may ask you to

explain your answers or provide additional information reasonably related to determining if there may be
significant adverse impact.

Instructions for Lead Agencies:

Additional information may be necessary to evaluate the existing environment, all interrelated aspects of
the proposal and an analysis of adverse impacts. The checklist is considered the first but not necessarily
the only source of information needed to make an adequate threshold determination. Once a threshold

determination is made, the lead agency is responsible for the completeness and accuracy of the checklist
and other supporting documents.

Use of checklist for nonproject proposals:

For nonproject proposals (such as ordinances, regulations, plans and programs), complete the applicable
parts of sections A and B plus the SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NONPROJECT ACTIONS (part D). Please
completely answer all questions that apply and note that the words "project," "applicant," and "property or
site" should be read as "proposal,” "proponent," and "affected geographic area," respectively. The lead
agency may exclude (for non-projects) questions in Part B - Environmental Elements —that do not
contribute meaningfully to the analysis of the proposal.
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A. BACKGROUND

L.

7.

Name of proposed project, if applicable:
Timber Sale Name: MIDDLE MAY

Agreement #: 30-100161

. Name of applicant: Washington Department of Natural Resources

. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:

DNR Northwest Region Contact Person: Tim Stapleton
919 N. Township Street Telephone: 360-856-3500
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284

. Date checklist prepared: 02/05/2020
. Agency requesting checklist: Washington State Department of Natural Resources

. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable):

a. Auction Date:

05/27/2020

b. Planned contract end date (but may be extended):
03/31/2024

c. Phasing:

None

Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or connected with

this proposal? If yes, explain.
U No, go to question 8. Yes, identify any plans under A-7-a through A-7-d:

a. Site Preparation: The harvest units may be treated with herbicides prior to planting.
Assessments for treatment will occur after completion of harvest.

b. Regeneration Method: The harvest units will be hand planted with conifer seedlings within the
first two years after completion of harvest.

c. Vegetation Management: DNR will assess the need for any vegetative management in the units
within 3 to 5 years after harvest.
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d. Other:

e Thinning. The need for a pre-commercial thin of timber within the proposal area will be
assessed in 10 to 15 years. A commercial thin of the timber is possible in 25 to 45 years.

¢ Road Maintenance. DNR will conduct periodic assessments of roads within the proposal
area and conduct any required maintenance. This may include periodic ditch and culvert
cleanout, and any grading of roads as necessary.

¢ Use of Existing Roads/Rock Pits. The MY-ML, MY-04, MY-21, and MY-43 roads will be
used for future management activities. The MY-0430 and MY-2100 hardrock pits will be
used for future management activities.

8. List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be prepared,
directly related to this proposal.

Note: All documents are incorporated herein by reference and are available upon request at the DNR
Region Office as noted in A.3.

X 303 (d) - listed water body in WAU: Wallace River
X temp
U sediment
U completed TMDL (total maximum daily load)
O Landscape plan:
U Watershed analysis:
U Interdisciplinary team (ID Team) report:
Road design plan: Road Plan and Specifications for the Middle May Timber Sale
(November 1, 2019)
Wildlife report: Wildlife Review of the Proposed Middle May Timber Sale
(December 20, 2019)
X Geotechnical report: Engineering Geologic Risk Assessment for the Middle May Timber Sale
(January 3, 2020)
Appendix D. slope stability informational form: See Middle May Forest Practices Application
(February 5, 2020)
Appendix E. CMZ Assessment form: See Middle May Forest Practices Application
(February 5, 2020)
Other specialist report(s): Cultural resource memo (January 6, 2020); Hydraulic Report,
Proposed May Creek Bridge Site, Singletary Timber Sale (November 10, 2015); Supplemental

Report, Proposed May Creek Bridge (January 29, 2020); Engineering Geologic Letter Report,
Singletary Timber Sale (December 12, 2014)

U Memorandum of understanding (sportsmen’s groups, neighborhood associations, tribes, etc.):

Rock pit plan: Included within Road Plan and Specifications for the Middle May Timber
Sale (November 1, 2019)

Other:

Reiter Foothills Forest Recreation Plan (April 2010)
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Reiter Foothills Non-Motorized Trail System SEPA, File No. 18-2455

RCO Grant Application 18-2455 Non-Motorized Trail Development (February 2019)

Wallace Falls CAMP (July 18, 2019)

Singletary SEPA, File No. 14-031102

Singletary FPA, 28113860

Snohomish County Council resolutions: 20058121 Requesting DNR Defer a Portion of Timber
Sale (February 1, 2017); 20058205 Intention to Initiate Reconveyance (February 22, 2017); and
20066734 Proceed with Sale (March 21, 2018)

DNR Policy Manual

Washington State’s DNR Silvicultural Smoke Management Plan (July 2019)

Electrofishing Protocol Survey Report Unnamed Tributary to May Creek (December 11, 2019)

DNR West Side Old Growth Assessment for the Singletary Timber Sale (April 7, 2014)

Snohomish County Shoreline Substantial Development Permit, File Number 15-114333SHOR for
May Creek Bridge (August 26, 2016)

DNR Special Concerns Report, Middle May Timber Sale (December 10, 2019)

Forest Practices Informal Conference Notes: NW-ICN-19-135621 (October 31, 2019) and NW-
ICN-19-135622 (December 26, 2019)

Middle May Timber Sale, Visibility from Stevens Pass Highway, Analysis by Washington DNR
(January 23, 2020)

DNR Cultural Resources Inadvertent Discovery Guidance (March 2010)

Letter from DNR State Lands Archaeologist to DAHP Local Government Archaeologist (June
11, 2015)

Letter from DAHP Local Governments Archeologist to DNR State Lands Archaeologist (July 9,
2015)

Letter from DNR State Lands Archaeologist “Middle May Timber Sale Unit 2 and Road Right-

of-Way, Township 28 North, Range 9 East, Section 34, Willamette Baseline and Meridian, Skagit
County, Washington” (January 6, 2020)

Letter from DNR State Lands Assistant Division Manager L.and Management Division to U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service Western Division Office (February 23, 2007)
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Snohomish County Wetland Delineation and Critical Areas Report, May Creek — Singletary Sale
Bridge (Revised March 2, 2016)

May Creek Singletary Sale Bridge Crossing Critical Areas Assessment for Fish & Wildlife Habitat
Conservation Areas (March 4, 2016)

Snohomish County Wetland and Stream Mitigation Report May Creek Singletary Sale Bridge
(March 3, 2016)

DNR Policy for Sustainable Forests (June 2006); DNR Final EIS for Sustainable Forests (June
2006)

DNR Final Habitat Conservation Plan (September 1997)

DNR Implementation Procedures for the Habitat Conservation Plan Riparian Forest Restoration
Strategy (April 2006)

U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service Intra-Service Concurrence
Memorandum and Biological Opinion for DNR’s 1997 HCP (January 27, 1997)

U.S. Department of Commerce, National Marine Fisheries Service, Memo: Endangered Species
Act Section 7 Conference Report, Unlisted Species Analysis; and Section 10 Findings for the
Washington State DNR’s 1997 HCP (January 29, 1997)

State of Washington Department of Natural Resources Board of Natural Resources Resolution No
96-911 (Approving HCP, Implementation Agreement and EIS) (November 5, 1996)

U.S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of Commerce, National
Marine Fisheries Services, Record of Decision (Proposed Issuance of Incidental Take Permit for

Threatened and Endangered Species; Approval of Implementation Agreement and HCP)
(January 30, 1997)

Department of the Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Federal Fish and Wildlife Incidental
Take Permit #812521 (January 30, 1997)

U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Letter amending Incidental Take
Permit #812521 (April 9, 1999)

U.S. Department of Commerce, National Marine Fisheries Service, Incidental Take Permit # 1168
(Authorizing Incidental Take of Specified Aquatic Species) (June 16, 1999)

U.S. Department of Commerce, Incidental Take Permit for Takes of Endangered/Threatened
Species (June 14, 1999)

U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service Letter to DNR (Correcting ambiguity in
Incidental Take Permit 812521) (May 28, 1998)

U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Memorandum Reinitiation of the
Biological Opinion on the Amendment to Incidental Take Permit #812521 for the 1997 HCP (For
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the Purpose of Including Bull Trout on the Permit) (December 18, 1998)

DNR Long-Term Conservation Strategy (LTCS) for the Marbled Murrelet, Final EIS (September
2019)

DNR Final State Trust Lands Habitat Conservation Plan Amendment, Marbled Murrelet Long-
Term Conservation Strategy (Amending the 1997 HCP to replace the Interim Marbled Murrelet
Conservation Strategy with the LTCS for Marbled Murrelet (September 2019)

DNR Board of Natural Resources Resolution No. 1559 (Approving Amendment to the 1997 HCP
replacing Interim Marbled Murrelet Conservation Strategy with LTCS for Marbled Murrelet)

DNR Alternatives for the Establishment of a Sustainable Harvest Level For Forested State Trust
Lands in Western Washington, Final Environmental Statement (October 2019)

DNR Board of Natural Resources, Resolution No. 1560 (Establishing the Decadal Sustainable
Harvest Level for Forested State Trust Lands in Western Washington for Fiscal year 2015
through 2024, and policies and tasks consistent therewith; Policy on Recalculation of the
Sustainable Harvest Level adopted by BNR in Resolution 1134 and the 2006 Policy for
Sustainable Forests)

Final Environmental Impact Statement on Alternatives for Forest Practices Rules for Aquatic and
Riparian Resources (April 2001)

9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other proposals directly
affecting the property covered by your proposal? If yes, explain.

None are known to exist.

10. List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known.

FPA # FPHP X Board of Natural Resources Approval
Burning permit Shoreline permit U Existing HPA
L1 Other:

11. Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the size of the
project and site. There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you to describe certain aspects
of your proposal. You do not need to repeat those answers on this page. (Lead agencies may modify this
form to include additional specific information on project description.)

a. Complete proposal description:

This proposal includes the following: (1) a combination of Variable Retention Harvest (VRH)
and right-of-way harvest comprised of 193 acres, with an estimated harvest volume of 9,577
MBF of timber; (2) the planned road work as briefly described in B.11.c., and more fully
described in the Middle May Road Plan; and (3) the stream bank restoration work along the
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MY-RRGI1S road that entails the pulling back of a poorly located orphaned grade
embankment at a stream crossing to reduce the risk of an avulsion hazard.

Rock pit(s) will be utilized with this proposal. Rock pit information is listed in A.7.
Road work will be completed as part of this proposal, as listed in A.11.c.

It is anticipated that this proposal will be a Class IV Forest Practices Application due to
proposed management activities on potentially unstable landforms identified within the
proposal area which includes road construction inner gorge crossing. See ICN # 135622.

b. Describe the stand of timber pre-harvest (include major timber species and origin date), type of
harvest and overall unit objectives.

Pre-harvest Stand Description: See the Middle May Cruise Narrative (December 12, 2019)
for a complete description of the stands of timber pre-harvest within the three units. The
chart below provides a summary of the major timber species within date of origin.

Unit | Origin Date Major Timber Species Type of Harvest
1A 1925 Douglas-fir VRH
1B 1925 Douglas-fir VRH
2 1911-1926 Douglas-fir VRH
3 1943 Douglas-fir VRH
ROW | 1911-1960 Douglas-fir ROW

Overall Unit Objectives: The overall unit objectives include generating revenue for State
Trust Beneficiaries; complying with DNR’s obligations under the Habitat Conservation
Plan, Policy for Sustainable Forests, and Forest Practices Rules and Regulations;
establishing critical bridge and road infrastructure to provide access into the forest for
timber harvest, and for recreational uses; and providing a forested trail corridor between

the Snohomish County trailhead and Wallace Falls State Park to support non-motorized
trail development.

Wildlife Objectives: The general wildlife objective is to minimize immediate impact to
current wildlife populations while retaining some unique characteristics for future wildlife
habitat needs. Leave tree areas were designed to contain trees resistant to wind throw,
while protecting relatively unique features such as snags, large down woody debris, large
and structurally unique trees, riparian and wet areas. Many of the leave trees were
selected for their future snag retention potential. Leave trees are representative of the
proposal’s timber type, which consists predominately of conifer species. Snags will be left

where possible and if they meet the Washington State Department of Labor and Industry
Safety Guidelines.
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¢. Describe planned road activity. Include information on any rock pits that will be used in this
proposal. See associated forest practice application (FPA) for maps and more details.

Type of Activity | How Length Acres Fish Steepest
many (feet) (Subgrade) Barrier Side
(Estimated) | (Estimated) | Removals | Slope Road
# Crosses
Construction 21,997 8.3 65%*
Reconstruction*** | 3,380 | 0 20
Maintenance | 17,700* 0 20
Abandonment 3,140 0 0 N/A
(Existing Roads)
Temporary 5,604 1.9 60**
construction****
Bridge 5 253
Install/Replace
Culvert 0
Install/Replace (fish)
Culvert S
Install/Replace
(no fish)

*Does not include an additional 100’ of “stream bank restoration”

**Exclusive of existing road/grade cuts

**%Meets the definition of “new construction” for the forest practices application/notification.

*%%%Of the length listed for Temporary Construction in the above table, a portion(s) of the length listed may or
may not be built as forest road that is constructed and intended for use then abandoned during the life of an
approved forest practices application/notification.

Rock Pit Identifier Acres of New Rock Pit Acres of Existing Rock Pit
(Name, Number, Developed Expanded
Letter)
I MY-0430 0.8 0
(Proposed)
MY-2100 0.8 0
(Proposed)

12. Location of the proposal. Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise location
of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, township, and range, if known. If
a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the range or boundaries of the site(s). Provide a legal
description, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic map, if reasonably available. While you should
submit any plans required by the agency, you are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans
submitted with any permit applications related to this checklist (See “WAU Map(s)” and “Timber
Harvest Unit Adjacency Map(s)” as referenced on the DNR website: htip://iwvww.dnr.wa.gov/sepa. Click
on the DNR region of this proposal under the Topic “Current SEPA Project Actions - Timber Sales.”
Proposal documents also available for review at the DNR Region Office.)

a. Legal description:

Includes harvest units, rock pits, road work and pre-haul maintenance.
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Township 28 North, Range 9 East, Sections 33 and 34
Township 27 North, Range 9 East, Sections 3, 4, 10, 11 and 12

b. Distance and direction from nearest town (see the driving map listed on the DNR website for

further information): The proposal is located approximately 5 miles, by road, northeast of the
town of Gold Bar, Washington.

13. Cumulative Effects

a. Briefly describe any known environmental concerns that exist regarding elements of the

environment in the associated WAU(s). (See WAC 197-11-444 for what is considered an element
of the environment).

This proposal involves road building, rock pit development, and timber harvesting in the
Upper Wallace River WAU on DNR managed forest land. This WAU includes a diverse
range of land uses that have highly variable impacts on the elements of the environment as
defined in WAC 197-11-444. These land uses include USFS wilderness area, State Park,
private and DNR managed forest land, and the City of Gold Bar. The WAU also includes

two major transportation routes, U.S. Highway 2 and the Burlington Northern Santa Fe
Railway.

The Upper Wallace River WAU has a documented history of forest management, mining,
and recreation as the primary land uses. Currently, residential development in the City of
Gold Bar, forest management (including road building), and recreation are the main land
uses that affect the elements of the environment.

Past, current, and future activities on DNR managed forest lands primarily include
resource protection, habitat conservation, wildlife management, recreation development,
timber harvesting, and road building. These activities occur throughout the WAU, and
have the highest potential to affect the Earth, Air, Water, Plants and Animals, and Land
and Shoreline Use elements of the environment, as defined in WAC 197-11-444.

For this proposal, the potential to affect elements of the environment as defined in WAC
197-11-444 is discussed in Section B to varying degrees. In summary, they include without
limitation, the potential for sediment to be delivered to streams by erosion resulting from
harvest operations, and associated roadwork; the identification of geologic concerns in or
around the proposal area having the potential to adversely impact public resources or
public safety; the risk of a fire associated with operations; the spread of noxious weeds
existing on the site from equipment brought onto the site; the public health and safety risks
associated with the application of chemical herbicides on lands designated for replanting
after harvest; the potential for waste material to be inadvertently discharged into the
ground as a result of heavy equipment use or mechanical failure; impacts to wildlife,
aquatic species, and habitat from harvest and related activities; the potential for unknown
cultural or historic features to be unearthed, or otherwise discovered, during ongoing
operations; and concerns expressed by the public at community meetings regarding

impacts to aesthetics and recreational opportunities from harvest activities conducted
under the proposal.
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b. Briefly describe existing plans and programs (i.e. the HCP, DNR landscape plans, retention
tree plans) and current forest practice rules that provide/require mitigation to protect against
potential impacts to environmental concerns listed in question A-13-a.

The following rules, policies, and documents are all used when planning and implementing
proposals on forested state trust lands in this WAU. They are the guidance that the
Department uses to address the known environmental concerns that are listed in A.13.a.,
and as discussed in B.1-16. These forest practices rules, policies, plans, programs, and
documents form a lasting framework that addresses environmental concerns relating to
past, present, and future forest management activities.

Habitat Conservation Plan. The Washington State Department of Natural Resources 1997
Habitat Conservation Plan (including amendments and implementing procedures as noted
in A.8) is a multi-species plan to address state trust land management issues relating to
compliance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq. The plan covers
approximately 1.6 million acres of state trust lands managed by DNR in Western
Washington, including the 193 acres of state trust forest lands within the Reiter Foothills
State Forest scheduled for harvest as part of the proposal. The HCP includes an
Implementation Agreement that sets forth the terms under which the HCP serves to satisfy
DNR’s obligations under the ESA.

DNR is implementing all of the requirements of the HCP to protect federally listed
threatened and endangered species (specifically the northern spotted owl and marbled
murrelet) species in danger of being listed in the future, as well as uncommon habitat types
found on forest lands in Western Washington.

HCP riparian and wetland buffers intended to protect salmon and trout habitat were
applied to this proposal, and will be applied to all future proposals in the vicinity. The no
harvest” buffers along all riparian stream corridors and wetlands as identified in B.3.1.b
consistent with the requirements of the 1997 Habitat Conservation Plan provide an area for
sediment transport interception for protection of water quality, maintain current shading
levels for thermal regulation of stream temperatures, and provide a continual source of
large woody debris for instream structural elements important to fish. Additionally, the
physical integrity of the aquatic system is also maintained by requiring equipment setbacks
from streams within these areas. In so doing, the ‘“no harvest” buffers allow these areas to
develop older riparian forest characteristics that, in combination with other strategies, help
support older riparian forest dependent wildlife and aquatic species.

Specific protection and management guidance from the HCP that applies to the
environmental elements of wildlife habitat and water resources in this WAU include
northern spotted owl habitat management, marbled murrelet habitat management,
riparian and wetland habitat management, the protection of unique ecological features
including cliffs and balds, as well as retention tree strategies for timber harvesting.

The HCP is designed to exceed minimum protection measures that are outlined in the
Forest Practices Act. This proposal, and all other harvest activities including associated

road work, will be done in compliance with the requirements of all requirements of the
HCP.
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The Forest Practices Act (RCW 76.04), and its implanting regulations are required to be
complied with in execution of the proposal. These Forest Practices Rules involved include
the following:

o Potentially Unstable Slopes and Landforms. WAC 222-10-030 sets forth the
requirements for assessing lands for potentially unstable slopes in or around proposal
areas. Throughout the planning process for the proposal, multiple geologic concerns
were identified within the watershed including inner gorges, alluvial fans, debris flows,
and a channel migration zone (CMZ). A Licensed Engineering Geologist (a Forest
Practices Qualified Expert) evaluated this proposal conducting remote and field reviews
to ensure that all identified potentially unstable slopes interpreted as having the
potential to adversely impact public resources or public safety, were excluded from the
harvest areas. This included a number alluvial fan deposits that presented the concern
for a potential avulsion that were delineated, reviewed and bounded out of the timber
sale units. However, a temporary road will be constructed within a portion of one
alluvial fan. Management activities in and around these areas of concern will adhere to
WAC 222-10-030. This includes the requirement that no tailholds will be allowed within,

and no timber will be yarded across, any identified Forest Practice rule-identified
landform.

Additional information regarding how the geology concerns identified are being
addressed and mitigated can be found in the answers to questions B.1.d, B.1.d.1, B.1.e,
B.1.f, B.1.g, B.1.h. and the geologist report, Middle May Road Plan, and site visit ICNs
listed in answer A.8.

¢ Road Construction and Maintenance. The Road Construction and Maintenance Forest
Practice Rules in WAC 222-24-010 through -060 provide requirements and protection
measures for the location, design, construction, maintenance and abandonment of forest
roads, bridges, stream crossings, quarries, borrow pits, and disposal sites used for forest
road construction. These rules are intended to assist landowners, including the State, in
the proper road planning, construction and maintenance to protect public resources.
These protection measures are intended to address environmental concerns related to
sediment delivery, runoff from forest roads, mass wasting, groundwater stream
crossings, and flood events. The Middle May Road Plan provides the specifications for
completion of all roadwork associated with the harvest activities for the proposal in
compliance with these forest practices rules providing protection measures to address
environmental concerns related to sediment delivery, runoff from forest roads, mass
wasting, groundwater, stream crossings and flood events. This includes compliance with
the requirements for the location, design, and construction of roads; installation of water
crossings; required bank protection; and the location of rock pits as required by WAC
222-24-010 through -060. For this proposal, cross-drains and ditch-outs will be used to
minimize the potential for mass wasting and slope failures associated with poor drainage
to allow for disbursement of water onto stable forest floor. Temporary roads planned for
this proposal must be constructed in a manner to facilitate abandonment when
operations are completed as required by WAC 222-24-026. The abandonment work
must be performed in a manner that controls erosion, maintains water movement within
wetlands and other natural drainages, and prevents four-wheeled highway vehicles from
entering the point of closure. See Middle May Forest Practices Application. In addition,
road maintenance (e.g., brushing, ditch cleaning, placing aggregate, grading the road
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surface, road widening, culvert installation and drainage repair) would occur before and
after log hauling and must be in compliance with the goals established in WAC 222-24-
010 as required under WAC 222-24-050. The Road Plan specifications minimize the
likelihood of any potential for mass wasting and slope failures associated with poor
drainage by dispersing water onto stable forest floor reducing the potential for sediment
delivery to aquatic resources.

Road work within the WMZ for two wetlands will be mitigated by acre-for-acre
replacement of the WMZ area impacted by the new road, and with the following
additional mitigation required to compensate for any losses associated with the planned
road work: no management activities, other than those associated with road building
and abandonment are to take place in the WMZs of the two wetlands; road construction
and abandonment activities will be occur during the drier part of the year; work may
stop during extreme rain events that have potential to deliver sediment to the wetland
areas; silt barriers will be erected, monitored and maintained, where topographic
characteristics could allow sediment from the road to reach the wetlands. Culverts will
be placed under the road at DNR’s discretion, to manage flow of surface water if
deemed necessary; geotextile will be placed at DNR’s discretion to facilitate complete
road abandonment; and following timber harvest, the road will be abandoned and any
exposed soils replanted with species that prevent erosion.

Additional information regarding how the surface water resources concerns identified
are being addressed and mitigated for can be found in answers A.11.c, B.1.d.1, B.1.e,
B.1.f, B.1.h, B.3.c, B.3.a.2, B.3.a.7, B.3.a.9, B.3.a.13 and the geologist report, cultural
resources memo, Snohomish County Shoreline permit, ICNs listed is answer A.8. The
road location, design and engineering has been completed to avoid or prevent concerns
identified for water resources, geology, forest roads, historic resources and recreation.

o Timber Harvesting (WAC 222-30-010 through -120). Timber harvesting under the forest
practices rules is regulated in WAC 222-30-010 through -.120. Planning for this proposal
and future potential harvests will adhere to the guidance and rules defined in these rules.
This includes limitations and requirements for harvest unit size, equipment and yarding
specifications, and post-harvest activities. These protection measures are to address
environmental concerns related to soil compaction, sediment delivery, groundwater, and
wildlife habitat. This proposal as designed and implemented complies with the
requirements for the size and timing of even-aged harvest, stream bank integrity, the
felling and bucking of timber, use of ground-based equipment and cable yarding, the
removal or repositioning of large woody debris, landing cleanup, post-harvest site
preparation, and slash disposal. This includes, among others, the imposition of seasonal
restrictions on harvest operations as applicable; and, the requirement that skid trails be
water barred post-harvest where needed, to avoid concentrating surface water runoff.

Many of the HCP conservation strategies replace some of the regulations providing
additional current and future protections beyond the requirements of these Forest
Practices Rules that will govern harvest activities and related road work on state owned
forest lands managed by DNR in the Upper Wallace River WAU.
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Additional information regarding how the surface water resources concerns identified
are being addressed can be found in answers A.11.c, B.1.d.1., B.1.e, B.1.f, B.1.h, B.3.c,
B.3.a.2. B.3.a.7, B.3.a.9, B.3.a.13 and the geologist report, cultural resources memo,
Snohomish County Shoreline permit, and site visit ICNs listed is answer A.8.
Information regarding how wildlife habitat concerns identified are being addressed can
be found in the specific conservations strategies for Northern Spotted Owl and marbled
murrelet in the HCP, answers to questions B.5.a, B.5.b, B.5.d, B.5.e and the wildlife
report listed in answer A.8.

o Reforestation. The requirements for reestablishing a fully stocked stand of timber on
areas that have fifty-percent or more of the forest volume removed are set forth in
WAC’s 222-34-010 through -050. As provided in A.11, this proposal will require
reforestation as defined in these rules. Planting of native tree species at a density that
meets or exceeds the requirements of these rules will occur following completion of all
operations. Control of competing vegetation to ensure survival of planted trees will
occur as necessary. These activities will address environmental concerns related to soils,
wildlife habitat, and aesthetics.

e Forest Chemicals. The forest practices rules in WAC 222-38-010 through -040 regulate
the handling, storage and application of chemicals in such a way that the public health,
lands, fish, wildlife, aquatic habitat, wetland and riparian management zone vegetation
will not be significantly damaged, and water quality will not be endangered by
contamination. For this and other proposals in the Upper Wallace River WAU forest,
chemical herbicides may be used as part of a vegetation control strategy. Application of
forest chemicals for vegetation control will occur in adherence to the rules set forth in
WAC 222-38 providing protection for environmental concerns related to surface water,
wildlife, and human health and safety.

DNR'’s Policy for Sustainable Harvest. DNR’s policy establishes a sustainable harvest level
for the fiscal year 2015 to 2024 planning decade for more than 1.4 million acres of forested
state trust lands in western Washington. The decadal level, as established by the Board of
Natural Resources, ensures the sustainable management of state trust lands consistent with

the economic, ecological, and social objectives contained within the Policy for Sustainable
Forests.

DNR Forest Practices Board Manual. Many rules concerning forestry involve technical or
scientific issues. Consistent with legislative directives that agencies provide educational and
training materials on such issues to help regulated persons achieve compliance, the Forest
Practices Board (FPB) developed an “advisory technical supplement’ to the Forest
Practices Act and rules. DNR uses Forest Practices Board Manual as guidance in the
development of proposals including the Middle May Timber Sale.

DNR Policies. DNR policies used when planning and implementing proposals on forested
state trust lands include: (1) DNR PO11-004 - Recreational Trails: The Recreation Trails
policy establishes the framework to develop, implement and manage trails on DNR
managed lands across the state. This policy in conjunction with the Multiple Use Concept
(RCW 79.10) directs and allows DNR to provide recreational trail opportunities on trust
lands when compatible with the basic activities necessary to fulfill the financial obligations
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of trust management. This proposal and future proposals in the Upper Wallace River
WAU adhere to both the Recreational Trails policy and the Multiple Use Concept to
address the management and environmental concerns that arise from the intersection of
forest management and recreation management; (2) DNR PO14-015 - Visual Impacts. This
policy provides guidance on managing for visual impacts from projects on state managed
lands. Harvest units were designed to mitigate the visual impacts for this proposal
consistent with this policy. Likewise, future proposals will follow this policy by designing
units and selecting leave tree locations with a focus on mitigating aesthetic concerns. (3)
DNR P014-016 — Cultural Resources. This policy outlines rules for the Department
regarding cultural resources on state managed lands. Specifically, the policy states that
“DNR recognizes the significance of cultural properties, current cultural uses, and historic
and archaeological sites. DNR also acknowledges the importance of government-to-
government communications and collaboration with the Tribes, as discussed in the
Commissioner’s Order on Tribal Relations, as well as with interested stakeholders.”

This proposal and future proposals will adhere to this policy by screening for and
protecting any identified cultural and historic resources. A professional Archaeologist
reviewed this proposal and determined that no concerns existed for this project as regards
historic or cultural landmarks, features, or evidence of Indian or historic use or
occupation. However, if a presently unknown resource is discovered during operations, the
purchaser will be contractually bound to cease operations and insure compliance with all
applicable state and federal laws requiring the documentation and protection of such
resources. DNR’s Inadvertent Discovery Guidance (March 2010) will be followed in the
event of such an occurrence.

Wallace Falls Classification And Management Planning (CAMP). State Parks prepares
land use plans through an agency-wide planning system called Classification and
Management Planning or CAMP. CAMP is a multi-staged, public participation-based
planning process for individual parks that culminates with adoption of park land
classifications, a long-term park boundary, and a park management plan. The combination
of these deliverables constitutes a land use plan. The Wallace Falls Classification and
Management Planning (CAMP) is one such plan developed for Wallace Falls State Park
which is located within this WAU. This plan and its implementation with regards to DNR
managed state forest trust lands is discussed further in B.12.c.

Reiter Foothills Forest Recreation Plan, April 2010. This plan is intended to guide DNR’s
management of recreation and public access in the Reiter Foothills State Forest for the next
10 to 15 years. It expands on previous planning efforts, outlines recreation program goals,
and identifies priorities for developing new facilities in Reiter Foothills. The use of the plan
is two-fold: (1) Consider a long-term vision for recreation and public access in the forest by
detailing recreation management goals; and (2) Present specific objectives and strategies to
guide recreation and access management over the next 10 to 15 years. This plan will be
evaluated periodically and changes will be made as necessary to ensure compatibility with
trust obligations and overall forest management objectives. The state forest lands within
the units scheduled for harvest are located in the Reiter Foothills State Forest. This plan
and its implementation with regards to DNR managed lands is discussed further in B.12.c.
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Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program. The Washington State Shoreline
Management Act designates certain shorelines in the county as being under the jurisdiction
of the county or cities. It is the program the county uses to adhere to Washington’s
Shoreline Management Act (SMA) (Chapter 90.58 RCW). Consistent with the SMA,
counties and cities are the primary regulators within shoreline jurisdiction, but the
Washington State Department of Ecology has the authority and responsibility to review
and approve local programs and certain types of shoreline permits. Within this WAU,
there are multiple bodies of water and their shorelines managed under this program. All
operations associated with this and future proposals that may border or cross waters
classified as shorelines of the state will adhere to the Snohomish County Shoreline
Management Program and Washington’s Shoreline Management Act. Additional
information regarding how the surface water concerns identified are being addressed for
this proposal can be found in the Snohomish County Shoreline Substantial Development
Permit issue to DNR for this project, which is incorporated by reference and available
upon request at DNR’s Northwest Region Office.

DNR’s Silvicultural Smoke Management Plan (2019). The SMP applies to DNR regulated
silvicultural (forestland) burning. DNR has designed the SMP to protect public health and
the state’s infrastructure and scenic assets from the impacts of smoke from silvicultural
burning, while facilitating broadcast and pile burning for forest health, fuels reduction,
and habitat improvement. The Plan will be complied with in managing air emissions from
silvicultural burning in accordance with the Washington Clean Air Act and other

applicable federal and state laws for this proposal and for all other proposals within the
WAU.

Fire Prevention and Suppression. The Forest Protection regulations outline forest
protection measures and give DNR authority over the prevention and suppression of fires
on forested lands within the State. Landowners are required to comply with the regulations
governing forest protection as set forth in WAC 332-24 in regards to specific rules for
burning; closures and suspension; the felling of snags; spark emitting equipment
requirements and all other rules in completing operations related to harvest activities. All

applicable rules are required to be complied with in the implementation of the Middle May
Timber Sale.

c. Briefly describe any specific mitigation measures proposed, in addition to the mitigation
provided by plans and programs listed under question A-13-b.

There are two site specific mitigation measures included with this proposal that are
planned to address potential camulative impacts to the elements of the environment listed
in A.13.a.

(1) Stream “D” as shown on the Middle May Forest Practices Application Activity Map
will have restoration work done to restore the natural bank. It involves removing material
associated with an orphaned road from the stream channel to prevent future potential
avulsion of the stream channel. The details for this work are included with the Forest
Practices Application for this proposal. Forest Practices Informal Conference Note # 135621
provides additional details regarding an Interdisciplinary Team site visit reviewing this
location; and

(2) A short spur road (MY-12) is being constructed to access Unit 3 of this proposal
through a channel migration zone (CMZ) of a type 3 stream. This road will not remain
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open during the entire life of the project or after project completion. This road will be
abandoned within 18 months after its construction to reduce the potential for stream
avulsion within the CMZ. Measures included in answer A.13.b.

In addition, in advance of this proposal DNR completed an exchange of NRF non-habitat
designations within the site under the terms of the HCP as a mitigation measure to manage
the aesthetics around existing and planned non-motorized recreation infrastructure. DNR
managed State owned trust lands in and around the proposal are designated as Nesting
Roosting and Foraging (NRF) habitat for the Northern Spotted Owl. NRF lands not
designated as habitat fall in two categories: Next-Best (non-habitat) and Non-Habitat.
Areas designated as Next-Best (non-habitat) and Non-Habitat were exchanged, as a means
to retain a greater amount of mature forest adjacent to Wallace Falls State Park and to
create a forested corridor between the Snohomish County Trailhead and the boundary of
Wallace Falls State Park.

Lastly, the Timber Sale Contract, which incorporates the Middle May Road Plan as a
contract term, includes a number of Best Management Practices that are required to be
complied with by the purchaser of the timber sale. The BMP’s are discussed in more detail
in Section B, the road plan and the timber sale contract provisions. Some of the BMPs
include the requirement to prepare an emergency response plan, a spill kit, and have on-
site tools and other equipment needed to respond to medical emergencies, fire, and
hazardous spills, or any other environmental hazard; and compliance with a number of

protective measures to prevent, or respond to, a release of any hazardous or toxic
materials.

d. Based on the answers in questions A-13-a through A-13-c, is it likely potential impacts from this
proposal could contribute to any environmental concerns listed in question A-13-a?

No. It is not likely that potential impacts from this proposal could contribute to any
environmental concerns listed in A.13.a., or in the other environmental elements in WAC
197-11-444 as discussed in Section B., in a manner that would significantly affect the quality
of the environment. The proposal has been designed and will be implemented consistent
with Washington State’s forest practices laws, along with the policies, plans, programs, and
guidance documents described in A.13.b, and in Section B., so that any concerns resulting
have been adequately addressed through appropriate mitigation to ensure that no
significant adverse environmental impacts will result from the proposal. Moreover, this
proposal exceeds the regulatory requirement set forth in our State’s Forest Practices laws
by following the more stringent standards in DNR’s Policy for Sustainable Harvest for even-
aged final harvest units, and in meeting DNR’s commitments of the 1997 State Trust Lands
Habitat Conservation Plan as regards riparian and wetland buffers, habitat requirements
for wildlife species, and the standards for leave trees.

Nor will they be any significant adverse environmental impact that is likely to result from
the proposal when considered in relationship to past, present and reasonably foreseeable
future harvest activities within the WAU. This includes any future timber sales within the
WAU not yet planned but that will use the road network constructed for the Middle May
Timber Sale. DNR has assessed the potential for impacts from such activities at various
intensities and geographic scales through its Forest Practices Rules, the 1997 Habitat
Conservation Plan (including amendments and implementing procedures), and the Policy
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